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Abstract

The primary factor influencing Sudanese nationalism in the 19th century was the
Turco-Egyptian administration, which was characterized by exploitative economic
policies and governance under the rule of Muhammad Ali Pasha, the ambitious Khedive
of Egypt from 1805 to 1848. The conscription of Sudanese and the establishment of
authority over the Sudan’s resources, including gold, slaves, and agricultural goods,
caused widespread resentment. Egyptian administrative officials disrupted traditional
power structures by imposing excessive taxation on agriculture and participating actively
in the slave trade. The widespread corruption of the government, which enriched officials,
economic hardship resulting from these policies, and increasing cultural and ethnic
divisions between Muslims in the north and non-Muslims in the south led to the
emergence of the Mahdist movement in the 1880s, a vital turning point in Sudanese
history in terms of nationalism and collective resistance. The movement that emerged
under the guidance of Muhammad Ahmad who proclaimed himself the Mahdi, a
messianic figure in Islamic theology, resulted in the overthrow of the Turkish-Egyptian
administration in 1885; however, the short-lived elimination of external control by the
Mahdist state failed to prevent internal ethnic and religious conflicts or external pressures
like the Anglo-Egyptian conquest in 1898, which foreshadowed everlasting challenges to
Sudanese nation-building and stability in both the short and long run. By challenging
Eurocentric perspectives that neglect nationalist movements before the imperial
expansion of Britain, this paper critically examines the complex relationship between
Muhammad Ali Pasha's exploitative governance and the rise of the Mahdist movement as
an embodiment of nationalist resistance.
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Sudan'da Tirk-Misir Yonetimi (1821-1885): Sudan

Milliyetciligi ve Kiiltiiriiniin Olusumunda Tiirk Etkisi
Ozge KULAK ) 1

Oz
19'uncu ytizyilda Sudan milliyetciligini etkileyen baslica faktor, 1805-1848 yaillar:
arasinda Misir'in hirsli Hidivi olan Mehmed Ali Pasa'nin yonetimi altindaki somiirticti
ekonomik politikalar ve hiikiimet ile karakterize edilen Tirk-Misir yonetimidir.
Sudanlilarm zorla askere alinmasi ve altin, kole ticareti ve tarim iiriinleri de dahil olmak
tizere Sudan'in kaynaklar tizerinde otorite kurulmasi, genis capta hosnutsuzluga sebep
olmustur. Misir yonetim yetkilileri, tarimda asir1 vergilendirme uygulayarak ve kole
ticaretine aktif olarak katilarak geleneksel gii¢ yapilarmi bozmustur. Hiikiimetin
yetkilileri zenginlestiren yolsuzlugu, bu politikalardan kaynaklanan ekonomik zorluklar
ve kuzeydeki Miisliimanlar ile giineydeki Miisliiman olmayanlar arasindaki kiilttirel ve
etnik bolunmelerin artmasi, 1880'lerde Sudan tarihinde milliyetcilik ve kolektif direnis
agisindan hayati bir dontim noktas1 olan Mehdi hareketinin ortaya ¢itkmasina yol acti.
Kendisini Islam teolojisinde bir kurtarici figiir olan Mehdi ilan eden Muhammed
Ahmed'in liderliginde ortaya ¢ikan bu hareket, Tiirk-Misir yonetiminin 1885'te
devrilmesine neden oldu; ancak, Mehdi devleti tarafindan dis kontroliin kisa siireli olarak
ortadan kaldirilmasi, etnik ve dini i¢ catismalar1 veya 1898'deki Anglo-Misir fethi gibi dis
baskilar1 engelleyemedi. Bu durum Sudan'in kisa ve uzun vadede ulusal birlesme ve
istikrarina yonelik stirekli zorluklarin habercisi olmustur. Bu makale, Ingiltere'nin
imparatorluk genislemesinden ¢nce milliyetci hareketleri gz ardi eden Bati-merkezci
bakis acilarin1 sorgulayarak, Mehmed Ali Pasa’min somiiriicii yonetimi ile Mehdi

hareketinin milliyetci direnisin bir tezahiirii olarak yiikselisi arasindaki karmagik iliskiyi
elestirel bir sekilde ele almaktadr.
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